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SACRAMENTO UPDATE

Pursuit of County Position on Legislation

AS 1896 (Horton) affects the Agricultural Commissioner s contracts with the State for
insect detection seNices by requiring the County to make Agricultural Inspector Aides
for whom there is year-round work, permanent employees. The bil would also require
the County to phase in this requirement over a two year period , with 50 percent of the
workers achieving permanent status in FY 2004-05 and the remainder in FY 2005-06.

Last year the Governor signed AB 185 (Horton), which prohibited the State from
entering into agreements with the County unless Agricultural Inspector Aides performing
seNices under these agreements were made permanent employees by July 1 , 2004.
The County s original position on AB 185 was to support the legislation if funding were
provided. The bill was amended at the end of session to remove the funding. The
County changed its position to oppose on September 15, 2003 and requested a veto
because of the lack of funding. AB 1896 attempts to soften the impact of AB 185 by
giving the county more time to make these employees permanent.

The Agricultural Commissioner and his staff have met frequently with the Department of
Food and Agriculture, the author office and sponsors of AB 185 to remedy the
problems created by AB 185. Although AB 1896 gives the County more time to make
the affected positions permanent, it does not address the County s primary concern of
funding. Therefore, our Sacramento advocates wil oppose AS 1896 based upon
our previous position on AB 185.
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AB 1896 was introduced on February 5, 2004 and is currently in the Assembly
Committee on Agriculture with no hearing date set. It is sponsored by the American
Federation of State Municipal and County Employees (AFSMCE).

Status of County-Interest Legislation

County-supported SB 1085 (Murray), which would prohibit the possession
distribution , and use of Mobile Infrared Transmitters (a traffic signal preemption device
used to change the sequencing of traffic signals) by unauthorized persons, was
amended on March 3, 2004, to make it ilegal for a person to buy, possess
manufacture, install , sell , offer for sale , or otherwise distribute such a transmitter. The
amendment also exempts a public transit passenger vehicle from this law. SB 1085
remains in the Senate Transportation Committee.

A roster containing the status of all bils of County interest is attached.

We wil continue to keep you advised.

DEJ:GK
MAL:JF:DdN:JL:EW:ib

Attachment

Executive Officer, Board of SupeNisors
County Counsel
Local 660
All Department Heads
Legislative Strategist
Coalition of County Unions
California Contract Cities Association
Independent Cities Association
League of California Cities
City Managers Associations
Buddy Program Participants
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